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Sculptor Dalto Ghetti prefers to carve his ABC’s 

(and other unique objects)…into pencil lead! 

Every answer is a word that contains A, B & C 

plus some other letters. Can you name them? 

This challenge comes from crossword puzzle guru (and table 
tennis fanatic) Will Shortz. For the original NPR Weekend Edition 

on-air quiz (with solutions) go to 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=124652854 

 

We’ve also created a printable version of this puzzle for use in 
the classroom. You can access it at 

http://creativityisforever.com/resources/ABCanagrams.pdf 
 

CAN YOU FINISH THIS CAN YOU FINISH THIS CAN YOU FINISH THIS CAN YOU FINISH THIS ANIMAL ANIMAL ANIMAL ANIMAL 
ALPHABETALPHABETALPHABETALPHABET POEM? POEM? POEM? POEM?    

    

AAAAlligator, beetle,lligator, beetle,lligator, beetle,lligator, beetle,    porcupine, whaleporcupine, whaleporcupine, whaleporcupine, whale    
BBBBobolink, panther, dragonobolink, panther, dragonobolink, panther, dragonobolink, panther, dragon----fly, ________fly, ________fly, ________fly, ____________    

CCCCrocodile, monrocodile, monrocodile, monrocodile, monkey, buffalo, harekey, buffalo, harekey, buffalo, harekey, buffalo, hare    
DDDDromedary, leopard, mudromedary, leopard, mudromedary, leopard, mudromedary, leopard, mud----turtle, ____turtle, ____turtle, ____turtle, ________________________    

EEEElephant, badger, pelican, oxlephant, badger, pelican, oxlephant, badger, pelican, oxlephant, badger, pelican, ox    
FFFFlyinglyinglyinglying----fish, reindeer, anaconda, ____fish, reindeer, anaconda, ____fish, reindeer, anaconda, ____fish, reindeer, anaconda, ________________________    

GGGGuineauineauineauinea----pig, dolphin, antpig, dolphin, antpig, dolphin, antpig, dolphin, antelope, gooseelope, gooseelope, gooseelope, goose    
HHHHumminumminumminummingggg----bird, weasel, pickerel, ____bird, weasel, pickerel, ____bird, weasel, pickerel, ____bird, weasel, pickerel, ____________________    

IIIIbex, rhinoceros, owl, kangaroobex, rhinoceros, owl, kangaroobex, rhinoceros, owl, kangaroobex, rhinoceros, owl, kangaroo    
JJJJackal, opossum, toad, __________ackal, opossum, toad, __________ackal, opossum, toad, __________ackal, opossum, toad, __________    
KKKKingfisher, peacock, anteater, batingfisher, peacock, anteater, batingfisher, peacock, anteater, batingfisher, peacock, anteater, bat    

LLLLizard, ichneumon, honeyizard, ichneumon, honeyizard, ichneumon, honeyizard, ichneumon, honey----bee, ____bee, ____bee, ____bee, ________________________    
MMMMockingockingockingocking----bird, camel, grasshopper, mousebird, camel, grasshopper, mousebird, camel, grasshopper, mousebird, camel, grasshopper, mouse    
NNNNightingale, spider, cuttlefish, ______ightingale, spider, cuttlefish, ______ightingale, spider, cuttlefish, ______ightingale, spider, cuttlefish, __________________    

OOOOcelot, pheasant, wolverine, aukcelot, pheasant, wolverine, aukcelot, pheasant, wolverine, aukcelot, pheasant, wolverine, auk    
PPPPeriwinkle, ermine, katydid, _________eriwinkle, ermine, katydid, _________eriwinkle, ermine, katydid, _________eriwinkle, ermine, katydid, _________    
QQQQuail, hippopotamus, armadilluail, hippopotamus, armadilluail, hippopotamus, armadilluail, hippopotamus, armadillo, motho, motho, motho, moth    

RRRRattlesnake, lion, woodpecker, ______attlesnake, lion, woodpecker, ______attlesnake, lion, woodpecker, ______attlesnake, lion, woodpecker, __________________    
SSSSalamander, goldfinch, angleworm, dogalamander, goldfinch, angleworm, dogalamander, goldfinch, angleworm, dogalamander, goldfinch, angleworm, dog    
TTTTiger, flamingo, scorpion, _________iger, flamingo, scorpion, _________iger, flamingo, scorpion, _________iger, flamingo, scorpion, _________    

UUUUnicorn, ostrich, nautilus, molenicorn, ostrich, nautilus, molenicorn, ostrich, nautilus, molenicorn, ostrich, nautilus, mole    
VVVViper, gorilla, basilisk, _____iper, gorilla, basilisk, _____iper, gorilla, basilisk, _____iper, gorilla, basilisk, _____________________    

WWWWhippoorwill, beaver, centipede, fawnhippoorwill, beaver, centipede, fawnhippoorwill, beaver, centipede, fawnhippoorwill, beaver, centipede, fawn    
XXXXantho, canary, polliwog, _________antho, canary, polliwog, _________antho, canary, polliwog, _________antho, canary, polliwog, _________    
YYYYellowhammer, eagle, hyena, larkellowhammer, eagle, hyena, larkellowhammer, eagle, hyena, larkellowhammer, eagle, hyena, lark    

ZZZZebra, chameleon, butterfly, ________.ebra, chameleon, butterfly, ________.ebra, chameleon, butterfly, ________.ebra, chameleon, butterfly, ________.    
    

 

Printable version at 
http://creativityisforever.com/resources/AniAlpha.pdf 

 


